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stood on a par with foreign. He likened the Fi-
nances, Foreign Policy, and the Army to three
steeds harnessed abreast to the car of State, and him-
self to the charioteer who directed them and urged
them on.

Frederick's most striking innovations in the de-
partment of home affairs were made during his later
years. It will therefore be necessary in a subsequent
chapter to give further illustrations of the working
of his principles and to calculate the results which
he accomplished. All through his reign, however,
the process of internal improvement and interference
was carried on in conformity with these ideas. Agri-
culture, as the basis of all, had the first claim upon
the King's attention, and he made unceasing efforts
to render every acre of the land productive and to
provide it with a cultivator. If in the course of his
innumerable journeys he observed a waste place that
seemed capable of improvement he would commend
it to the Provincial Chamber as a site for a certain
number of new villages of a given size. If the sug-
gestion proved feasible it was carried out at the ex-
pense of the State, which reaped its profit in course
of time from the new taxpayers, producers, and re-
cruits, who were thus included in the commonwealth.

The most signal of these victories in time of peace
was the reclaiming of huge swamps lying along
the Oder below Frankfurt. In July, 1747, the King
appointed commissioners, including the famous ma-
thematician Euler, and placed troops at their dis-
posal. The task demanded not only dams and
drainage works, but also in parts excavation of a new